
We strongly encourage you to review this crucial

information about the unfortunate reality of cat

declawing. Many people are often unaware of what

this procedure involves and the lasting physical and

psychological harm that cats experience as a result of

being declawed.

THE UNFORTUNATE REALITY 

D E C L A W I N G  A  C A T



IN ADDITION TO BEING ILLEGAL IN MARYLAND, VIRGINIA,
WASHINGTON, DC, AND SEVERAL OTHER STATES, AS WELL AS

IN AT LEAST TEN MAJOR US CITIES, DECLAWING A CAT IS A
CRUEL AND UNNECESSARY PROCEDURE THAT MANY PEOPLE

MAY NOT FULLY COMPREHEND.

At A Home of Their Own Animal Rescue, we are committed to
providing additional education and support to our applicants and

adopters. The declawing of cats is a practice that pet owners frequently
misunderstand. Our Cat Adoption Team has conducted research and

compiled this information to help educate the community on this
important topic whenever we can.



According to Cats International, the term "declawing"
leads many to believe that only the claws are taken

away; however, a more accurate description would be
amputation or mutilation.

Declawing perfectly aligns with the dictionary's
definition of mutilation. Terms like deform, disfigure,

disjoint, and dismember all pertain to this surgical
procedure. Regardless of whether it is performed using a

scalpel, guillotine, or laser, the outcome remains
unchanged and all lead to severe pain. This excerpt

highlights the harsh truth about declawing a cat.

Just a few major reasons 
YOU SHOULD NOT DECLAW A CAT

Declawing involves amputating the entire last part of
the 10 front toes. A comparison in humans would be

cutting off a person’s finger at the last joint.

Nerves, tendons and muscles are severed along with
joints making not only recovery a painful and lengthy

experience for cats, the long term damage can be
immeasurable. 

Declawing robs a cat of an integral means of balance,
movement and defense. 

The sensory and motor nerves in a cat’s paw are severed, damaged,
or destroyed during the declawing process. The recovery from such

surgery is slow and often painful. The discomfort caused by
declawing is long-lasting, and typical cat behaviors are permanently
altered. This procedure prevents our cats from engaging in pain-free

activities like walking, running, jumping, climbing, and stretching.
Ultimately, this debilitating surgery robs cats of a lively, energetic life

filled with normal feline behaviors.



ALTERNATIVES TO DECLAWING

So what are the alternatives to this horrible act of mutilation?
There are four options to choose from, which are known to be successful

Soft Paws provide a fantastic
alternative to declawing.

They are simple to apply at
home, and both cats and
their owners appreciate

them. These vinyl nail caps
are entirely safe and humane,

suitable for cats of all ages.
Soft Paws fit over your cat's
existing nails and resemble a

cat's nail, but are hollow.
They are easy to put on, and

cats adapt to them
remarkably well. 

Soft Paws

Have you ever noticed cats rubbing
their cheeks against various objects?

This behavior is rooted in their territorial
instincts, as they feel the need to mark
their space. When cats rub their faces
on things, they are essentially claiming

their territory. Scratching serves a
similar purpose; it not only creates a
visible mark through the shredded

material but also releases scent from
the glands located on the pads of their

paws. This scent is recognizable only by
other cats and acts like their "feel good"

pheromone. Feliway is a synthetic
replica of your cat’s facial pheromone.
By spraying Feliway on items you wish

to protect from scratching, you can
effectively impart this comforting

pheromone, reducing your cat's urge to
scratch those objects.

Feliway

Double-Sided Tape —
Available in various types, this

tape is sticky on both sides.
Simply apply it to the surfaces
you wish to shield from your

cat's claws, as their innate
aversion to stickiness will

discourage them from
scratching. While this tape can

be an effective deterrent, it's
also essential to provide your

feline friend with a suitable
scratching alternative, such as

a scratching post.

Best Cat Sticky Tapes of  2024

Cat Scratching Posts — Cats will always
scratch, it is in their nature. The key is to
provide your cat with a post that he/she
prefers over your furniture.

Height. The post needs to be tall enough
for your cat to stretch and extend in order

to get a full and satisfying scratch. 

The post must be stable. If it wobbles, your
cat won’t like it, and if it topples over your

cat won’t want to get near it again.

The best material for cat scratching posts
is sisal fabric. Not sisal rope, but sisal

fabric. This woven material provides great
texture for shredding — which cats love to
do when scratching, and it feels good on

their paws. When a cat scratches the sisal
material, he can drag his claws down this

satisfying material over and over in a
continuous motion. In contrast, sisal rope

creates an interrupted scratch. 

https://www.softpaws.com/?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAD_TQ8idsO_IBQmVQtn8R5og_5h2v&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8uRJEjdW18Ek158NL2Wg9IRACA4Xc_z7cXr9bywpI03jjsjgPwBqthoCGXYQAvD_BwE
https://us.feliway.com/products/feliway-optimum-diffuser-refill-kit-48ml-30-day?utm_term=feliway&utm_campaign=Feliway+-+Search+-+Branded+Terms&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=3846559876&hsa_cam=9978332535&hsa_grp=100203692069&hsa_ad=433334597486&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-10128301&hsa_kw=feliway&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADO46QjH1RYMSvRRuS-l4HsabdP3Y&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8mAEPsp_6O1SDJ96HdwsQ70Yg2BJxtNuQLjzdMiauoy5z3PL3EieQxoCmKQQAvD_BwE&variant=39847905394823
https://www.bestproductsreviews.com/anti-cat-scratch-tape?targetid=kwd-303762573537&matchtype=b&device=m&campaignid=21059122030&creative=692060502949&adgroupid=157991446743&feeditemid=&loc_physical_ms=9007789&loc_interest_ms=&network=g&devicemodel=&placement=&keyword=$anti%20cat%20scratch%20tape&target=&aceid=&adposition=&trackid=us_all_top_1_1&mId=407-132-4411&trackOld=true&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACWZmZlY96yu_DUMRcRA4WUGPSI3O&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8uut5OD7zHoPNXNXfTmj_zrcLpKM3hVmW-ijvEFICYLJr5QNqSGxXRoCfOwQAvD_BwE
https://www.bestproductsreviews.com/anti-cat-scratch-tape?targetid=kwd-303762573537&matchtype=b&device=m&campaignid=21059122030&creative=692060502949&adgroupid=157991446743&feeditemid=&loc_physical_ms=9007789&loc_interest_ms=&network=g&devicemodel=&placement=&keyword=$anti%20cat%20scratch%20tape&target=&aceid=&adposition=&trackid=us_all_top_1_1&mId=407-132-4411&trackOld=true&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACWZmZlY96yu_DUMRcRA4WUGPSI3O&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8uut5OD7zHoPNXNXfTmj_zrcLpKM3hVmW-ijvEFICYLJr5QNqSGxXRoCfOwQAvD_BwE
https://www.bestproductsreviews.com/anti-cat-scratch-tape?targetid=kwd-303762573537&matchtype=b&device=m&campaignid=21059122030&creative=692060502949&adgroupid=157991446743&feeditemid=&loc_physical_ms=9007789&loc_interest_ms=&network=g&devicemodel=&placement=&keyword=$anti%20cat%20scratch%20tape&target=&aceid=&adposition=&trackid=us_all_top_1_1&mId=407-132-4411&trackOld=true&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACWZmZlY96yu_DUMRcRA4WUGPSI3O&gclid=CjwKCAjwufq2BhAmEiwAnZqw8uut5OD7zHoPNXNXfTmj_zrcLpKM3hVmW-ijvEFICYLJr5QNqSGxXRoCfOwQAvD_BwE
https://usa.catit.com/product-category/furniture/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search%20ad&utm_campaign=catit%20search%20usa&utm_term=vesper&utm_content=text%20ad%202&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyYns7eXP6wIVDkWGCh3v3w3MEAAYASAAEgL8RvD_BwE

